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A sequel of Confucius-Yan's Happiness:
Three pictures of Feng Youlan's theory of virtue happiness

ZHANG Fangyu
(School of Marxism, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273165, China)

Abstract: Feng Youlan's Neo-Confucianism is an important model of modern Confucian philosophy. In the
view of his happiness theory, Feng Youlan, first with style of life as the perspective, focuses on ordinary
people’s way of happiness and constructs “the theory of public happiness” in the picture of life ethics. Then
with philosophy of life as the perspective, Feng Youlan shows a picture of world philosophy of “profit and
loss theory of happiness” on the basis of summarizing various ancient and modern classical happiness
concepts. And finally with the spiritual realm as perspective, Feng Youlan inherits spiritual traditions of
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, and fulfills his "theory of realm happiness” in the picture of Chinese
spirit. Taking the whole picture of Neo-Confucianism, Feng Youlan integrates both Chinese and Western
happiness concepts, gives dual considerations of both public and elite, and produces a spectacular “theory of
virtue happiness”, hence promoting the modern transformation of the traditional Confucius-Yan’s Happiness.
Key Words: Feng Youlan; Confucius-Yan’s Happiness; Neo-Confucianism; public happiness;
profit-and-loss happiness; realm happiness
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