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Reorientation of quotation of Chuang Tsu and Buddhism in
stereotyped writing during late Ming to early Qing Dynasty

CHEN Qiru
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Since the early Jiajing years, under the guidance of Wang Yangming philosophy and the creation
view of emphasizing novelty and skills, Buddhism and Taoism had started to infiltrate into the stereotyped
writing and became a trend in Longqing and Wanli period. At the same time, the over-quoting of Taoism and
Buddhism resulted in shallow and hollow rhetoric writing style, so much so that the literary reform against
this style arose in Tianqi and Chongzhen periods, which for a time removed Buddhism and Taoism from
Chinese traditional literature. However, in early Qing dynasty, the academic circle advocated statecraft and
pragmatic academic attitude, and the court preferred the standard of selecting officials by their practical use
to the kingdom. Scholars attempted to interpret pre-Qin philosophy in various ways, which caused a common
practice of creating learning stereotyped writing. As a result, writers at that time stared again quoting from
Buddhism and Taoism in their creations and reviews. Chuang Tsu philosophy was re-accepted in ancient
Chinese system.

Key Words: Chuang Tsu and Buddhism in stereotyped writing; Chuang Tsu; Buddhism; classics stereotyped
writing; learning stereotyped writing
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