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The rare imperial examination document Loujiang Ke Shi Lu
and Kunshan literati in the late Ming Dynasty

CHEN Weizhao
(Research Center for Ancient Chinese Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Loujiang Ke Shi Lu is an anthology of examination papers at Kunshan County School in the late
Ming Dynasty. More than 20 students compiled into the anthology later left their outstanding footprints in
the history of late Ming and early Qing period. From their relation with relatives and friends as well as their
later experiences, a clear picture can be found of Kunshan Literati Group in late Ming Dynasty. At the same
time, the research on the imperial examination in Ming and Qing Dynasties has always focused on the
provincial examination and the metropolitan examination. There is little research on the examination of local
schools at all levels. As a result, relative existing literature is scarce, let alone research on examination papers
at such local levels. Loujiang Ke Shi Lu not only helps to contribute to this kind of study, but also provides
rare and precious first-hand literature for the study of the proposition modes of the imperial examination in
the Ming Dynasty.
Key Words: Lujiang Ke Shi Lu (Records of Elementary Examinations); the Kunshan Literati Group; local
examination papers in late Ming; proposition modes
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