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The" big family" mode of inter-ethnic integration in China:
Discour se evolution and ethical logic

SUN Baoquan
(School of Government, Yunnan University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: In modern times, with the change of state type, the problem of ethnic integration in China has
been highlighted in the state governance. China's inter-ethnic integration contains a profound cultural

bR N3

background of the big family, and has experienced the discourse evolution of “five ethnic groups”, “national

family”, "socialist family" and "the big family of Chinese nation ". In recent years, the discourse of "the big
family of Chinese nation", after being used by the decision makers at the national level and promoted by
public opinion, has naturally become a broad consensus. and along with it, the corresponding theoretical
research and policy practice have also been carried out. At the present, "big family" has not only its name but
also its reality, which can be used to refer to the mode of China's ethnic integration. Different from the
western "melting pot" and "big platter", the "big family" model is full of China's unique "pan family ethics".
Such ethical logic is reflected in many aspects, such as domestic ethnic relations, the rights and obligations
of all ethnic groups, the construction of the Chinese national community, and ethnic policies.

Key Words:. inter-ethnic relationship; inter-ethnic integration; national policy; Chinese nation; pan-family
ethics; state governance
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