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The practical way to solve the Joseph Needham's Baffling Problem:
A clue of therelationship between the universality and particularity

WANG Shizhong
(Faculty of Philosophy, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: Joseph Needham cited the method of Titration which was used chemically to measure the
evolution, the gain and the loss of Chinese history of science and technology, but the method was called into
question extensively. Chen Fangzheng took the modern science as the result of the internal revolutionary of
Western culture which cleared the universal false appearance of the modern science but resulted in the
infinite retreat. The disparity between Joseph Needham and Chen Fangzheng was focused on the relationship
between the universality and the particularity. Needham confused titration method and object, and dissolved
the universality of titration criteria, which rendered titration effect in question, while Fangzhen considered
western scientific tradition different from Chinese culture tradition as the universal form of science, which
actually repeated Needham's mistake of confusing the universality and the particularity. If we are based on
the standpoint of Marxist practical philosophy and take triple distinction of the relationship as the possible
way to resolve the Joseph Needham's Baffling Problem, we can not only respond to and get away from the
dilemma of Joseph Needham's titration, but also end the long-standing deputation of the relationship between
Chinese and Western cultures.

Key Words: Joseph Needham's Baffling Problem; modern science; titration; practical philosophy;
universality; particularity
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