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Miaoshan story in cross cultural perspective
ZHOU Qiuliang

(School of Literature and Journalism and Communication,
Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Among the numerous stories about Guanyin's original birth in China, the one with the most
far-reaching influence is the story of Princess Miaoshan with her cultivation of Tao. Miaoshan story,
although a creation in Chinese culture, also has distinct foreign cultural characteristics, with its raw materials
found in Buddhist scriptures. The Miaoshan image characterized in Miaoshan stories with Chinese cultural
characteristics, transforms the Guanyin Bodhisattva which transcends time and space in the Buddhist
scriptures, into a deified figure born and growing up in China with a name, a surname and a growth history.
In this way, the image of Avalokitesvara in Indian Buddhist culture, in its introduction to China, was
successfully integrated with Chinese culture, thus completing the process of its Sinicization.

Key Words: Miaoshan story; cross-cultural; Sinicization
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