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70 years development process of and itsreflectionson
social security system and non-gover nmental charity in modern China

ZHOU Qiuguang
(School of History and Culture, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The modern Chinese social security system is dominated and led by the government, and charities
participated in by civil society groups and individual voluntary organizations are its important supplements.
In the 70 years after new China was founded, the social security system constructed by the government has
undergone a transition from planned economy to market economy, from national security model to social
insurance model, from entirety of working unit security to that of social security, and from the government as
social security system to that headed by the government and joined in advancing by multi mechanisms.
Philanthropy was once denied at the planned economy period, but in market economy, philanthropy has
recovered under the domination by the government, having undergone three stages of slow recovery, full rise
and vigorous development. After the 19th National Congress of CPC, the philanthropy with Chinese socialist
characteristics has entered a new era, and is facing new development opportunities. To be executed by
civilians yet aided by officials is the reasonable positioning from the government in the non-profitable field
of philanthropy. The government plays its role mainly in policy guidance, legal norms, public opinion and
publicity as well as support and supervision. To ensure that philanthropy industry, a supplement to social
security system, is developing healthily, we must not only make philanthropic organizations run on the track
of the legal system, but also strengthen the construction of charity culture, and create such an atmosphere of
upholding the moral and the good. Most importantly, we need to enhance the construction of charity ethics so
that charity ethics and charity legal system can complement each other. What the government needs to do is
to develop and divide the pie shares of social security, and at the same time of development, to intensify its
efforts in improving people's living standards so that reform fruits can benefit mass population.

Key Words: social security system; philanthropy industry; 70 years' development process
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