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Justice and justification: On Rainer Forst’ critical theory of justice
LIU Guangbin
(School of Marxism, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: The changes in western social context have resulted in injustice, its original principles of social
justice are hard to apply, and globalization has brought about injustice, all of which require new responses
from justice theory. To solve these problems, Forst proposes the critical theory of justice on the basis of
excavating the theoretical resources of justice in the tradition of Anglo-American political theory and
adopting the method of Frankfurt School’s critical theory. Starting from the fact that rational people have the
basic right for justification, he combines justice with justification and analyzes the injustice and power
problems in the society, aiming at establishing a just social order. Forst expands the application context of the
critical theory of justice from domestic to global, explores the relationship between domestic justice and
transnational justice, and constructs a basic defense structure that meets the minimum requirements of
transnational justice, thus deepening the research of the critical theory of justice. Forst's critical theory of
justice has made a theoretical response to current social problems, reflected the new development trend of
Frankfurt School's critical theory, and promoted the research of contemporary critical theory of justice.
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