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Althusser’s neo-her meneutics from reading to production:
Concurrently discussing the construction of Marxist her meneutics

WANG Kaili
(The Department of Philosophy, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: In order to break away from the Hegelian tradition of Western Marxism, Althusser puts forward
his own brand-new theory of interpreting texts. This set of theory not only provides a new method of
interpreting Marxist philosophy, but also can be generalized as neo-hermeneutics. Specifically, Althusser's
neo-hermeneutics takes the theory of symptomatic reading as the logic start, and includes two interpretation
measures at the layer of methodological hermeneutics, that is, "the revelation of problematic" and "the
change of terrain", and at the layer of philosophical hermeneutics, and takes two ideas of "structure as
combination" and "hermeneutic motion as production" as the theoretical core. All in all, Althusser's
neo-hermeneutics revolves around “the principle of problematic”, “the principle of structure” and “the
principle of production”, and re-solves many profound hermeneutic problems from a new prospective,
starting with a problematic style completely differing from the hermeneutic tradition from Schleiermacher to
Gadamer, which inspires the construction of Marxist hermeneutics.

Key Words: Althusser; Marxist hermeneutics; symptomatic reading; problematic; structure; production
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