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Binary division and system protection of data
FENG Degan
(School of Law, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Data can be divided into two levels: data at the code symbol level and data at the semantic
information level. Although the data at the code symbol level exists objectively and is similar to legal objects
to some extent, because of its lack of competition and the unclear outline of rights, it is impossible to
construct "data file ownership". And the data should be protected by means of protective norms. The
protection of the data at the code symbol level is specifically embodied by the fact that the data is integral
and that the data is not stolen. The data at the semantic information level is mainly in the protection of
personal information in the field of private law. It is not feasible to construct the path of absolute protection
of personal information to protect it. Due to the maturity of public law protection of public information, it
should be protected by protective norms. Because both levels of data contain property interests, the most
appropriate way to protect the data is by exploiting the contract system. On the other hand, as data at both
levels have certain public attributes, the private law should also impose some restrictions on its protection.

Key Words: data protection; code symbol; semantic information; personal information; protective norms
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