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On the ecological cultivation of network literature: Seen from
the Disturbance of China Reading Ltd

OUYANG Youquan
(School of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The problems reflected by the Disturbance of China Reading Ltd and its “butterfly effect” may
exert a far-reaching impact on the development of network literature in China and the ecological construction
of its industry. The deep reason is that, when the network writers find that operation principles of China
Reading Ltd change from paid-for-view to free-for-view and from the upstream content production to the
downstream derivative product development, they are worried that literature will be in inferior position to
capital and that their rights will be marginalized and neglected. Essentially speaking, this contract
disturbance indicates the disputes over the rights and interests between platforms and writers. To resolve the
conflict between the writer and the platform, there are three principles to abide by. First, writers are the
“primary productive force” of network literature. Second, ensuring the production of quality content is the
“ballast stone” for the development of network literature industry. Third, to build healthy ecosystem of
network literature, we must insist on protective cultivation and scientific management. In the era of
“post-disturbance”, network literature needs to focus on four ecological “fields” of capital, consumption,
policy and public opinion, as well as two ecological “points” of self-discipline of writers and platform
thinking, so as to foster a healthy and advanced ecology of network literature.

Key Words: the Disturbance of China Reading Ltd; network literature; the cultivation of industrial
ecosystem
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