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Propaganda of two British scholar s of
inter national law after the outbreak of the Kowshing Incident

DAI Dongyang
(Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: After the outbreak of the Kowshing Incident, two British scholars of international law, J. Westlake
and T. Holland, wrote to the Times to defend the action of the troublemaker, Japan's warship Naniwa. For a
long time, this has been regarded as a successful case for Japan to resort to international law to safeguard its
own interest in dealing with the Kowshing Incident. The contributions of the two scholars are an integral part
of Japanese propaganda, and are not really serious discussions of international law. At the same time, based
on the complete facts of the incident, the conclusions reached by the law officers of the crown are more
realistic. The contributions of the two scholars had no impact on the mainstream public opinion in the UK at
that time, not to mention the claim policy of the British government. The two scholars later supported the
Japanese Navy professor and the official representative of the research on the Kowshing Incident, S.
Takahashi, who further developed their theory. In return, Takahashi actively promoted the Japanese
government to grant honor to the two scholars and deliberately set a special status for the two scholars in the
incident so that the influence has lasted until now, which is worthy of attention.
Key Words: Westlake; T. Holland; international law; Japanese propaganda; the Kowshing Incident
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