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CHEN Duxiu'stheory of " New Youth" and its contemporary value
ZHA Fangling, HUANG Weili
(School of Marxism, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: During the May 4th Movement when there were separatist warriors inside and great powers
surrounded outside, CHEN Duxiu put forward the famous theory of "New Youth", believing that China's "old
youth", weak and stale with pale national consciousness, could no longer shoulder the responsibility for
national and social development, and that the social situation in China urgently needs the emergence of "new
youth." The main characteristics of "new youth" mainly include the coexistence of "human nature" and
"bestiality" in physique, "individual independence" in personality, and "the development of personality in the
inner map and contribution to the group" in the outlook on life. The theory of "New Youth" not only exerts a
great social influence at that time, but also holds an essential practical value in understanding the relationship
between youth education and national rejuvenation, and in evaluating the value of contemporary youth and
how to cultivate contemporary youth, it still has a very important practical value.

Key Words: CHEN Duxiu; the period of the May 4th New Culture Movement; theory of "New Youth";
contemporary value
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