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Behavioral logic of theindividual in public security risk prevention:
Based on the per spective of prospect theory

SUN Yifeng

(Department of Education and Research in Public Administration,
Party School of the Hunan Provincial Committee of C.P.C, Changsha 410006, China)

Abstract: In the era of risk society, effective prevention and resolution of public security risks cannot be
separated from the aggregation and participation of individual power. However, whether the public
individual chooses to actively participate in preventing and defusing public security risks is essentially a
decision or choice issue under uncertain conditions. Prospect theory, as a theoretical model of making
choices under risk conditions, provides a new theoretical perspective for understanding the psychological
law and behavioral logic of individual in public security risk prevention. According to the prospect theory,
what kind of behavior the public individual takes in the face of public security risks depends on the status
quo reference point set by them and the value function and decision weight function constructed on this basis.
That is, the public individual usually takes certain behaviors according to the status quo of their own interests
and the risk preference and risk cognition formed on this basis. As a result, the public individual often adopts
apathy rather than participating actively in public security risk prevention. Therefore, individuals can be
promoted to actively participate in the prevention of public security risks by influencing their
decision-making reference points, changing their risk preference and risk perception, and promoting
individual active participation in public safety risk prevention so as to build a public security system of joint
construction, joint governance and Shared benefits.

Key Words: public safety risk prevention; public individual participation; the logic of individual behavior;
prospect theory
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