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An exploration into John L ocke' sthoughtson natural kinds
CHEN Mingyi
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430063, China)

Abstract: It seems that many debates over the nature of natural kinds among contemporary philosophers can
trace back to John Locke, who claims that kind terms refer to general ideas abstracted from individual things
by human minds, rather than objective internal structures shared by different things. This view is usually
interpreted as anti-essentialism and conventionalism about natural kinds. That is to say, natural kinds are not
defined by essential properties, and there are no natural kinds with mind independence. Some scholars
expound natural kinds in terms of Plural Realism and HPC theory, and argue that Locke’s anti-essentialism
of natural kinds could be compatible with natural kind realism. However, these two approaches still face
difficulties. This paper attempts to argue that natural kinds do not have mind-independence, and that Locke’s
views can be understood as admitting that natural kinds are mind-dependent, and natural kinds with
mind-dependence possess certain degree of reality.

Key Words: Locke; natural kinds; essence; conventionalism; mind-dependence
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