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Two-fold visual discovery through images:
A discussion on Zola's L'oeuvre

MU Chun
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Zola, based on Cézanne and the painters in Cézanne’s circle, composed the novel L'oeuvre. But
the publication of the novel led to the partition between Zola and Cézanne who had sworn to each other
"never to say goodbye". This article attempts to reinterpret this disputed case from the perspective of
two-fold visual discovery, to illustrate the innovation of Impressionist paintings and to explain Cézanne's
unique artistic pursuit in the background of Impressionism. Impressionist paintings make us aware of the
instability of our view of the world, and enrich our ways of seeing by re-dividing visual images. Cézanne, on
the other hand, tries to restore visual stability and satisfy our natural tendency and attempt for the unity
without kicking off Impressionist innovations. Cézanne broke with Zola precisely because L'oeuvre exposed
Zola as a naturalist who misunderstood and disdained Cézanne’s artistic pursuit.

Key Words: images; two-fold visual discovery; Paul Cézanne; Emile Zola; L'oeuvre
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