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Environmental aestheticsin Book of Zhou
CHEN Wangheng
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Book of Zhou manifests important environmental aesthetics thoughts. First, Book of Zhou, in a
concentrated way, expresses concepts of land that in ancient China, land is loved, employed, appreciated,
respected and paid tribute to, and that the core of the relation of the land to the state is that of the citizen to
the land. In observing and pondering over the important relation between nature and the human, Book of
Zhou reaches the idea of "according with the good times". In recognizing the life and the species, Book of
Zhou has preliminary "chain of ecology", attaching importance to protecting the ecology out of the need for
sustainable production. In introducing China, Book of Zhou, though oriented around national territory, is
combined with state power, exhibiting strong and proud feelings for the home and the country.
Key Words: Book of Zhou (Yizhoushu); environment; national territory; aesthetics
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Patter ning and dissolution of seven-syllabic ver se structure:
Centering on the decomposition and composition practice
of Xu Zeng's seven-syllabic verse

JIANG Yin

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, South China Normal University,
Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510631)

Abstract: Xu Zeng’s poetics has long been considered to be in the same line with that of Jin Shengtan's
poetics. Statements on the decomposition of his regular poems are often regarded as mere acceptance of and
inheritance from Jin’s theory of decomposing seven-syllabic verse with yet their wide disparities being
ignored. But in fact, Xu greatly modified Jin’s theory by discarding the rigid and mechanical elements in
Jin's theory, and put forward more flexible interpretation and analysis of the structure of regular poetry. Such
perception and recognition is embodied not only in his interpretation of Tang poetry but also in his own
poetry composition practice. Probing into all of Xu’s extant seven-syllabic verses, we can clearly uncover his
more flexible structure of arranging seven-syllabic verse so that most of his poems have got rid of the
traditional two-part structure of decomposition, and that some poems have even broken off the regular meter
and rhyme with a tendency of innovation. Such a result verifies Xu’s continuity in theory cognition and
writing practice. Hence, Xu Zeng's poetic theory of decomposition and his composition practice can be a
classic case in the study of the history of poetics.

Key Words: Xu Zeng; Jin Shengtan; seven-syllabic verse; structure; theory of decomposition
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