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Cognitive research into Chinese positive and negative synonymous
constructions: Take “VP zhi gian(Z#[)” and
“mei you(¥A)VP zhi gian(Z.87)” asan example

PENG Yi, ZHANG Xueying
(Foreign Studies College, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Theories of constructional grammar and conceptual blending can be applied to analyzing positive and
negative synonymous constructions such as "VP zhi gian(Z §)" and "mei you(¥ 1) VP zhi qian(Z )", including: O
formation and constructional meaning of the construction "mei you(¥#%#H)VP zhi gian (Z #l)"; @ the generation
mechanism of the construction, "mei you (¥ ) VP zhi gian(Z fil)", that is, cognitive motivations of the
interchangeability between "VP zhi gian (2 #)" and "mei you (%) VP zhi gian (Z #)"; @ the pragmatic motivation
of positive and negative synonymous constructions as well as question of limited interchangeability. The construction of
"mei you (%) VP zhi gian (ZH)” is integrated and blended from the two positive and negative constructions of
"mei you (%) VP” and “VP zhi gian (X Fl)” which share similar semantic meanings so that "mei you (3%8)
VP” and “VP zhi gian (X )" are interchangeable and that semantic and pragmatic functional differences between
the two constructions lead to their respective usages.
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