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The multiple discoursesin modern Chinese stage drama
with the theme of “female freedom”

LI Xingchen
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Modern Chinese stage plays with the theme of "female freedom" have been intricately interwoven with
multiple discourses, showing the particularity of “female freedom” theme and multiple dilemmas encountered by its
practice. Among them, the first dilemma is the siege of female freedom resulting from misunderstanding, suppression
and stigmatization in public opinion caused by ideological confrontation, conflicts in interests as well as historical
inertia. Second, the discourse of the male “allies”, while "enlightening" and "assisting" females to fight for freedom,
also contains discourse strategies with hidden intentions of satisfying desires, power and discipline, whose internal
contradictions and confusions create another dilemma for the realization of female freedom. Third, both the aphasia and
vocalization of the female revealed the blind spot of "female freedom" discourse itself although the discourse space of
female subjects is still quite limited. Modern Chinese stage plays with the theme of "female freedom", by reliving
multiple discourses, present the micro historical pictures covered by macro narratives. Discourse analysis with these
multiple discourses as the object of study is to break the siege of discourses, to disentangle its strategies and to reflect
on its internal contradictions.

Key Words: female freedom; modern Chinese stage drama; discourses
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