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Retrospect and criticism: A logical study of individualization theory
YANG Jun
(Department of Sociology, East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai 200237)

Abstract: Discussion of individualization in different disciplines constitutes the main thread of understanding the
logic investigation of individualization theory. The core of individuation is the process of forming, developing and
manifesting individual's personality, and the embodiment of individual's ability to plan their own behavior.
Political philosophy testifies the existence basis and value belief of the individual from ontology and epistemology,
and establishes the legal autonomy for the individual with rational consciousness and moral consciousness
through the capitalized Man. Sociological perspective deepens the discussion of the relationship between society
and individual by explaining how social structure restricts individual behavior. In the contemporary debate
between individualization and neo-liberalism, the former excessively weakens the individual's autonomy, while
the latter exaggerates the individual's independent action and decision-making ability. Reviewing individualization
theory, and based on China's experience, the research finds that, whether we interpret the phenomenon of
individualization from the national, social, market and other macro structural levels or from the subjective level of
self-consciousness, individualization in China always presents many dimensions. Therefore, this paper argues that
we should introduce the perspective of globalization, starts with mutual construction of social and personal
relations, and, by shaping the individual by the society, let the individuals perfect themselves in the process of
continuous construction and creation of intersubjectivity.

Key Words: individualization; enlightenment rationality; social structure; neo-liberalism; reflexivity; China's
individualization
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