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Administrative absor ption of society and dilemma of grassroots
governance: A case study of rural survey in H City

LIU Rui
(School of Public Management, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065, China)

Abstract: Based on the field investigation data of D Town in H City, this paper discusses the reasons for the stability
and order of the rural society in the Yangtze River Delta, and analyzes the instrumental value and internal defects of the
administrative absorption model. Research shows that under the background of intensive emergence of interests, the
government has established a system of absorbing society by monopolizing rural governance resources, establishing
vertical administrative institutions and power attachment structures, and over-densifying input resources to meet the
overall demands. Village organizations and village society are absorbed, which not only brings the stability of village
power structure, but also obtains the widespread social satisfaction. But its unexpected consequence is that
administrative power has been reduced to a management technology that provides pure services, and a one-way welfare
distribution has hidden political integration crisis. Only when the village politics is activated by the input of resources,
will the construction of the system reduce the operating cost, thus achieving good governance at the grassroots level.
Key Words: grass-roots governance; resources to the countryside; administrative absorption; village politics
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