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M echanism, practice and mode with
" the case of Tang Hui'sre-education through labor " as example
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Abstract: The presence of social elites can guarantee the coordination of interests conflicts and the maintenance of
social stability, but may also involve, invoke or even upgrade social conflicts because of their own interests. Under the
petition governance mechanism, facing the tight constraints of the governance goal of maintaining social stability, the
political elites take great pains to manage between public interests and governance performances, and finally shape
conflict governance practices that differ in different forms depending on individual cases. By way of the case of Tang
Hui's reeducation through labor, we can discover the relationship between political elites and social conflict governance,
gain insight into the governance mode of social conflicts in current China, and further obtain the perspective and path of
mode optimization and mechanism innovation of social conflict governance. Political elites construct a
“social-stability-maintenance network,” promote the escalation of social conflicts, and, as the social elites deconstruct
“social-stability-maintenance network,” intervene again in conflict events and promote its final resolution. Whether
specific social conflicts and struggles enter the political elites’ " horizon of maintaining social stability " depends largely
on its size and impact, while its resolution, highly dependent on the political elites’ ad hoc decision-making, has formed
an opportunistic conflict governance mode. The study, by properly resolving specific conflicts and by actively
constructing a multi social security valve mechanism, promotes the mode optimization and mechanism innovation in
governing current social conflicts.

Key Words: political elites; social conflicts; petition; Tang Hui
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