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A typological perspective of word-order changes of
postpositional structures in Chinese

JIA Junfang, HE Hongfeng

(School of Literature, Hanjiang Normal University, Shiyan 442000, China;

School of Literature, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: The word-order of adpositional structure is an important parameter of estimating the word-order type of a

language. Prepositional structures more often precede the verb in SOV languages, while they are usually placed after

the verb in SVO languages. The word-order of Chinese postpositional structures have experienced a historical change

by showing different word-order typological features in different historical stages. “SVO” is the dominant word-order in

Chinese, which perfectly explained why most Chinese prepositional structures are used after the verb, however, the

existence of prepositional structures before the verb implies that there are still some “SOV”-oriented features in Chinese.

There are three intrinsic motivations for word-order changes: the replacement of prepositions, the complexity of

syntactic structures and the constraint of the temporal sequence principle.

Key Words: postpositional structures; word-order changes; word-order typology; the principle of temporal sequence
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