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Dionysius’ comments on the characteristics of
Thucydides’ historiography

AN Fengxian
(School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The characteristics of Thucydides’ historiography are important entry points for studying the ancient Greek
historiography. The History of the Peloponnesian War is Thucydides' masterpiece, and reflects his style of writing. In
the 1st century B.C., Dionysius, a historian and rhetorician, commented on the characteristics of Thucydides’
historiography The History of the Peloponnesian War from both historical and rhetorical aspects. Many modern scholars
recognized Dionysius’ comments on Thucydides from the perspective of rhetoric. However, Dionysius’ affirmation of
and criticism at Thucydides as a historian are equally worth paying attention to. Combining his own practices and the
historical background, he proposed different standards of historiography from Thucydides in his historical work Roman
Antiquities, which exemplifies his rhetorical theory. Dionysius’ comments on Thucydides reflected the differences in
their styles of historiography, which is of great significance to the in-depth study of ancient Greek historiography.

Key Words: Dionysius; Thucydides; characteristics of historiography; comments
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