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Kagnew Station and vicissitude of the U.S.-Ethiopia relationship
WANG Yangqing
(School of History and Culture, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730020, China)

Abstract: As one of the key terminals of the relay stations and U.S. World Strategic Communication Network, the
Kagnew Station was also a decisive factor in establishing and maintaining an alliance with Ethiopia. The United States
was trying to maintain relations with Ethiopia at the lowest cost, mainly according to the strategic needs of the base to
determine the scale and speed of military assistance. However, Ethiopia regarded the base as a major bargaining chip
for continuing U.S. military assistance. With the global strategic contraction of the United States in the late 1960s, the
breakthrough of satellite technology and the construction of the Diego Garcia military base, the role of the Kagnew
declined rapidly. After the outbreak of the Ethiopian Revolution, the United States pursued a "wait-and-see" policy
toward Ethiopia, continuing to emphasize Ethiopia's geo-strategic significance. However, as the Dergue became more
and more radical, especially after turning to the Soviet bloc for military assistance, the cooperation between the two
countries completely broke up.

Key Words: USA; Ethiopia; Kagnew Station; Haile Celassie
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