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Reforming the power and accumulating policies: Study on the
developmental mechanism of Chinese state-level new areas

ZHAO Ji
(School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: State-level new areas are comprehensive functional areas that undertake major development strategies and
tasks in reform and opening up of the country, and it is necessary to study deeper the driving mechanism of their rapid
development. Based on the perspective of political economy, the paper analyzes the development experience of
state-level new areas from the two perspectives of public power and policy. On the one hand, state-level new areas have
fulfilled the power remolding driven development by expanding authority, shifting hierarchy upward, innovating
institutions and mechanisms, and enhancing institutional accommodation space. On the other hand, the driving effect of
policy superposition on development can be realized in state-level new areas by means of docking national regional
development strategies, spatial layout of reform and opening up, and bearing various types of functional zones.The dual
driving mechanism of power remolding and policy superposition makes state-level new areas a typical regional space
for power-driven development. In face of sustainable and high-quality development goals, development strategies of
national new areas need to be further adjusted.

Key Words: the state-level new area; the central-local relationship; governance system; policy accumulation; urban

development
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