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Measurement and analysis of administrative accountability strength:
Based on the data of super heavy and severe
coalmine accidents from 2003 to 2017

LI Huajun, WANG Zhenrong
(School of Political and Public Administration, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: Based on the perspective of multi-streams theory, the present essay proposes an analytical framework for the
intensity of administrative accountability. With the help of the accountability data from the official website from 2003 to
2017, the paper measures the level of the intensity of administrative accountability, and tests the impact of political
sources and cost-benefit concerns on it. The research yields the following findings. First, administrative accountability
as a whole can be at three levels of being respectively lighter, medium and heavier. Second, the “suck eyeball” effect of
accidents has the concurrent impact on the intensity of accountability. Third, the power allocation architecture
consisting of the power dependence and responsibility substitution among the job levels will lead to the fact that the
more senior positions there are, the more severe the punishment for all the accountable civil servants will be. And forth,
in order to balance the huge cost of cultivating officials, officials’ loyalty and maintaining national authority, the severe
accountability intensity is lowered to the grass-roots position. Therefore, this study holds that there is no extremity of
administrative accountability. Responding to the need of the society, the concerns of the party or the state, the
governance mode of “administrative contracting” and considerations of management cost allow administrative
accountability strength to range from lighter to heavier elasticity. Although this accountability strategy has macroscopic
rationality, it damages the political value of fairness and justice at the micro-level. This study provides an additional
perspective for understanding the formation of administrative accountability strength, but new influencing factors still
need to be found to improve the theoretical model, and the characters of administrative accountability in other fields
need to be verified.
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