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A discrimination on Sanxiang

LIU Yi

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: Sanxiang, as a name, appeared in the Jin and Song dynasties. When scholars in the Tang and Song dynasties

examined the origins of the name, they often offered explanations based on their own geography and political situation,

and made some untrue facts. Later scholars either inherited previous mistakes or made some new mistakes. Now it is

time to reveal the old mistakes, and to find the fact. It is believed that “Sanxiang” originates from the three prefectures

of Changsha, Guiyang, and Lingling, which continued for four hundred years in the Xiangshui River Basin during the

Han dynasties. After Jin Huai Di established "Xiangzhou", it officially appeared.

Key Words: Sanxiang; three prefectures in the Han Dynasty; Xiangzhou
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