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On Wang Anshi’sview on therelationship between heaven and human as
well as hiswriting on calamities and auspicious signs: A case study on his
poetry serieswith the theme of “ Ode to Yuanfeng”

LIU Jie
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Five years or so around 1082, Wang Anshi, who lived in Jinling, composed a series of poems with the theme
of “Ode to Yuanfeng”. These poems have a distinct political meaning, which is particularly awkward in Wang Anshi’s
poetry in his later years. Although these poems have certain realistic foundation, the practice of using natural calamities
to affect political affairs is very different from Wang Anshi’s early view about heaven and man. Wang Anshi originally
opposed the political theory of “Calamities and Anomalies” formed since the Han Dynasty. However, in the later period
of his political career, under the suppression of public opinion, he turned to promoting auspicious signs like “raining
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after the prayer” “absence of the eclipse”. In this way, he tried to look for the legitimacy for the new law in the context
of heaven-human induction. The series of poems with the theme of “Ode to Yuanfeng” continued this expression
strategy. In order to consolidate Shenzong's confidence in the new law, he strove to shape the image of the saints of
Shenzong. This kind of expression strategy embodies the flexibility that scholars in the Song Dynasty showed in
applying the theory of “Calamities and Anomalies”. On the other hand, these poems also reveal Wang Anshi's intricate
and inner world in his later years.

Key Words: Wang Anshi; calamities; auspicious signs; Ode to Yuanfeng



