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M etropolis, moder nity and aesthetic:
The spiritual habitation and reflection of modern people

YANG Xiangrong
(Research Institute of Drama and Film, Zhejiang University of Communications and Media, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Baudelaire, Simmel and Kracauer described the experiences of
modern metropolis in Paris and Berlin. In the modern society, the development of currency culture, on the one hand,
endows metropolis with rational colors, but on the other brings alienation of emotional existence and gives birth to all
kinds of exaggerated individualism. Modern people's exaggerated personality reflects their aesthetic indifference, and
hides their rejection of instrumental rationality and the complex of aesthetic redemption. The analysis of the western
metropolis spirit and their living state since the modernity, and the exploration of modern people's emotional quality of
urban life, can reveal the modern people's mental state and survival logic, then promote modern people to wake up from
the fog, and finally evoke healing attention.

Key Words: metropolis; spiritual habitation; aesthetic indifference; aesthetic redemption
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