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The universality of Confucian core values and the proposal of
gover nance Confucianism: Also on the significance of
gover nance Confucianism to public administration

LIU Taigang
(School of Public Administration and Policy, Remin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The framework of Confucian core values is a triangle consisting of benevolence, righteousness and wisdom.
There are secondary values outside core values, such as courtesy, faith, integrity, shame, loyalty, filialness, courage, etc.
The universality of Confucian core values lies in the same goal of publicity and scientific rationality shared by western
universal values, as well as the inevitable result of human evolution practically verified by history. Core values’ logical
extension in governance field becomes governance Confucianism, which takes preventing and solving social problems
as its research approach. It has five basic elements. First, its ultimate goal is to prevent and solve social problems, which
are also called social affairs, public affairs or public problems. Second, its social construction and institutional
arrangement is based on core values. Third, it takes being sage inside and being kingly outside as the technique route for
individuals to participate in social governance. Fourth, it puts a greater emphasis on righteousness than on benevolence
when governing state affairs. Fifth, paying attention to nourishing and elucidating between governance Confucianism
and contemporary theories on public administration each other.

Key Words. governance Confucianism; universal values; political Confucianism; core values; need spillover
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