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Exploration and perfection of effective issue narrowing mode
MENG Xing
(School of Law, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: China has established the pretrial issue narrowing mechanism, which, however, is too general to provide
specific direction for the court to effectively narrow the issues so as to result in limited function of collecting issues,
unclear procedures of discussing issues, absent effect of affirming issues, and inability in realizing the effect.
Comparing the two law systems, one may find that there are two different modes of issue narrowing. One is the
listing-decreasing mode, while the other is the digging-narrowing mode. Considering the situation of undeveloped
judicial construction, lawyer system and party disposition on evidence collection, China should take the
digging-narrowing mode as the main frame of issue narrowing mechanism. Learning from Japan, the judge responsible
for the case should substantively step into issue narrowing early, give the parties full chance to express their case, take
full advantage of direction and mind disclosure, and ensure that the pretrial conference can be flexibly used to play
different roles at different stages of the issue narrowing procedure.

Key Words: effective issue narrowing; pretrial order; direction; judge’s mind disclosure; pretrial conference
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