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On three paradigms of human rightsjustification
ZHOU Gangzhi
(School of Law , Central South University, Changsha 410082 ,China)

Abstract: The paradigms of human rights justification refer to "the basis, path and mode of theoretical justifications of
human rights". Marx and Engels attached great importance to the social and class nature of "human beings,"
emphasizing the historical and national nature of "rights" theories. The theories of human rights justification under
different cultural backgrounds can be summarized into three main cultural paradigms: “transcendental human rights
outlook”, “empirical human rights outlook™”, and “priori human rights outlook”. In Chinese traditional culture, the
“human nature theory” that “sincerity and honesty could make a man only next to heaven and nature” embodies the
subject qualifications of human rights. The “world outlook” that “harmony without uniformity could civilize the world”
demonstrates the international human rights regulations. In the current era, we need to inherit and carry forward the
essence of traditional Chinese culture under the guidance of Marxist theory and build a human rights discourse system
with Chinese characteristics, Chinese style and Chinese manner.

Key Words: human rights justification, transcendental human rights outlook, empirical human rights outlook, priori

human rights outlook
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