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On the concept of “ As-structure”
in Heidegger’s her meneutics and its philosophical origin

PEI Yanyu
(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: “As-structure” is an important concept in understanding Heidegger’s hermeneutics, which embodies the
unity of phenomenology, ontology and hermeneutics. In fact, the concept was inspired by Aristotle’s exploration of
being. Firstly, this paper clarifies that the key of Dasein hermeneutics lies in the concepts of "understanding",
"interpretation", “As-structure” and so on. Secondly, the origin of “As-structure” in Aristotle's philosophy is
investigated. Through Aristotle’s guiding question of “the multiple meanings of being”, we will see that “As-structure”
is closely related to Aristotle's examination of the question of being, in which the way of categories, truth-falsehood and
potentiality-actuality is included. On this basis, Heidegger made a creative interpretation which was inseparable from
his understanding of the fundamental issues of western philosophy and the history of being.

Key Words: Heidegger; “As-structure”; being; truth; logos
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