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The continuity of mind and world: Naturalist defense
based on philosophy extracted from Sellars and Millikan

ZHOU lJing
(Institute of Philosophy, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200235, China)

Abstract: Sellars points out that Kant's concept of direct sensing is ambiguous, which indicates that Kant mixes
non-conceptual representation up with conceptual representation. Non-conceptual representation is purely of sense data,
while the conceptual representation is both of/about two dimensions relating both contents and concepts of the external
physical world. Sellars attempts, through Analogy Argument, to maintain the dual dimensional connection of the
conceptual representation as the basis of knowledge, but he seems to be promising an implicit but strong commitment to
the strict isomorphism between the structure of physical objects and its corresponding conceptual construction. He
hence acqures a cognitive ideal in mind that we will manage to achieve a complete expression of the object which can
be known by the perfection of scientific vocabulary. By introducing Millikan's naturalist thoughts of her discussions
about the notions of unicept and unitracker, the dualistic thought implied in the Analogy Argument and the invalid
commitment to the strict isomorphism of the world-mind relation can be eliminated. By further highlighting the
continuity between the world-mind relation of the conceptual representation, not only the externality of the world is
affirmed, but a sort of realism is promised. Meanwhile, we will relieve ourselves from the heavy theoretical burden to
actualize the cognitive ideal.

Key Words: intuition; conceptual representation; naturalism; unicept
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