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Falling and Shendu: A study on the relationship
between group and self in the change of concept history

ZHANG Lin
(School of Marxism, Anqing Normal University, Anqing 246133, China)

Abstract: The two concepts of Confucian Shendu and Heidegger's Falling constitute an interesting comparison in the
field of comparative studies. In the tradition of Confucian community-centered ontology, Shendu expresses the guard
against the amoral behavior or thought of individuals staying alone. However, in the thoughts of Wang Yangming's and
afterwards, the connotation of Shendu has been reversed and turned into an affirmation of the individual's inner
conscience. Falling expresses that in individualistic ideology, people are anxious over social life, believing that group
life will make individuals lose their authenticity and become "ordinary people" (das Man) with neutrality. After
Heidegger, his students begin to reflect on and criticize this extreme individualized thought and reorienting the
existence of individuals on the basis of political, social and ethical relations. In the change of the concept history, the
individual and the group present a kind of mutual appeal movement situation. As the two sides of the unity of opposites,
they promote themselves alternately in a dialectical way.

Key Words: Shendu; Falling; self; group; conscience
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