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Literary Criticism of
Catalogue of the Imperial Collection of Four Treasures

HE Zongmei

(School of Literature, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: The comprehensive literary critical masterpiece Catalogue of the Imperial Collection of Four Treasures
(abbreviated hereafter as Catalogue) is a supersized critical text with huge volume, profound thoughts, inclusive
movements and sublime texture. The bulkiness of the objects of its criticism, the richness of the contents of its criticism,
the comprehensiveness of the literary genres of its criticism, and the complexity of its critical system, all manifest its
unparalleled and irreplaceable value in literary criticism. Such literary critical traits as book reviews, official criticisms
and omniscient criticisms of Catalogue constitute not only its unique critical value, but also its irreplaceable
significance in the history of Chinese literary criticism. Moreover, its flexible penetrating criticism, thorough and
overall criticism, comprehensive criticism, and two-way criticism render Catalogue a monument of Chinese literary
criticism in the mid 18th century. It represents the highest standard of Chinese literary criticism of that time, exerting
important significance in references, horizon, knowledge, thoughts, methodology and so on.
Key Words: Catalogue of the Imperial Collection of Four Treasures; literary criticism; book review; official criticism;
omniscient criticism; unique value
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