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The origination and evolution of “Zui(&)+adj.+ buguo(Hit)”and
“Zai(F)+adj.+ biiguo(AiZ)”in Chinese

ZHANG Jinjuan
(School of International Cultural Exchange, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273165, China)

Abstract: In modern Chinese, the two syntactic constructions “Zui (#¢)+ adj.+ bugud (ANid)” and “Zai(F) +adj.+
buguo(4iZ)” have the same functions and similar structures, causing some researchers to mistake them as two variants
of one construction. But after a thorough and comprehensive analysis of their diachronic development, it is found that
“Zui (¢ )+adj.+ baguo( A id)’and “Zai( FF )+adj+ buguo( A id)” are different in origination and evolution.
“Zui(H)+adj.+ baguo(Fid)” originated from the construction of “adj.+ bugud(Aid)” which was used to express
polarity degree in Ming and Qing dynasties, and later “Zui(#%),” meaning the highest degree, was added before “adj.+
buguod (i)’ for the purpose of laying stress on the polarity degree. “Zai(Fi)+adj.+ buguo(A i) evolved from the
construction of “Noun 1+ Zai(Ff)+ adj.+y&(#)+ adj.+ buguo(INid)+Noun 2” also indicating polarity degree but
through a sequence of syntactic and semantic operations such as movement, ellipsis, topicalization and subjectivization.
In modern Chinese, the two constructions are gradually integrated in the syntactic and semantic functions yet with their
subtle differences in forms and use frequency.
Key Words: “Zui(#%)+adj.+ buguo(Aid)”; “Zai()+adj.+ bagudo(Aid)”; grammaticalization
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