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On the nature and the relationship of
the ‘Iv’ and ‘ling’ of Qin and Han Dynasties

XIAO Hongyong
(School of Law, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Qin and Han Dynasties is the period when China ancient imperial politics was established, and was also the
beginning period when the system of the ‘Iv’ and ‘ling’ originated. Deeply influenced by an autocratic proposition that
wise monarch only administers his government officials rather than his common people, which was advocated by
Legalists, the quality of universal norms possessed by ‘lv’ as the law ‘stipulating charge’ received its concrete
application and variations through the ‘ling’ as the law ‘conserving existing model’. The nature and relationship of the
‘Iv’ and ‘ling’ in Qin and Han Dynasties not only profoundly reflects the basic characteristics of ancient Chinese
imperial politics, but also has fully influenced the change and development of the system of the ‘lv’ and ‘ling’ of
successive dynasties in ancient China.

Key Words: Qin and Han Dynasties; the ‘v’ and ‘ling’; Shuihudi Qin slips; Zhangjiashan Han slips; Qin slips collected
by Yuelu Academy
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