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The city in the country: The wartime capital
and literary portrait with a fusion of city and country

LI Yongdong
(School of Literature, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: City and country are two separate worlds, and the differences between them are systematic. But wartime
capital is an exception. Chongqing's status as a wartime capital was established abruptly, and both of the city and its
people were not ready. Due to the continuous gathering and evacuation of people who lived downstream, as well as the
continuous expansion of urban areas and villagization, Chongqing became a scattered and mobile city, including two
forms of urban Chongqing and rural Chongqing, which formed a cultural wonder of "city in the countryside". There is a
special form of interaction between urban and rural Chongqing. Urban civilization and rural civilization are embedded
in each other, and urban life and rural life frequently cross. The transgression between urban Chongqing and rural
Chonggqing has brought up the urban society in the countryside and caused the ruralization of urban intellectuals. For
Chongqing villagers who do not have the "right to enter the city", they encounter the modern civilization carried by
people who live downstream in their hometown, and the modern life of sudden arrival and rapid departure makes them
suffer from the loss of identity and psychological imbalance.

Key Words: country; city; wartime capital; Chonggqing; city image
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