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The overhaul of irregular charges and predicaments at court in Daoguang
Reign: An investigation centered on the case of restoration of irregular
charge by Shanxi governor Wang Zhaochen

ZHANG Yiwei
(School of Marxism, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: The case of Shanxi governor Wang Zhaochen in 1849 was the only case in Daoguang Reign that led a
governor to be exiled because of irregular charge. This case reflected several aspects about the irregular charges and
political ecology in Daoguang Reign. Wang’s predecessor Wu Qijun once abolished the salt irregular charge. Wu’s act
was based on pragmatic consideration apart from his honest character. The reasons why Wang restored the irregular
charge typically reflected the financial dilemmas of local officials. Taking into consideration the overhaul of irregular
salt charges in several provinces in the same period, it is clear that the Emperor Daoguang concentrated on dealing with
financial crisis rather than on disciplining local officials. The faction of the grand councilor Mu Zhang-a was growing in
strength in the meantime. The investigation of Wang's case showed that the late Qing court was facing dire
predicaments.

Key Words: irregular charges; political ecology; the Daoguang reign; Wang Zhaochen; Mu Zhang-a
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