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Body control through the property: Principalization of fining penalty
WANG Shuo
(School of Arts and Law, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Fining penalty is stipulated as a supplementary punishment in Criminal Code of China; however, the dispute
over whether fining should be treated as principal punishment has been lasting for decades. As the threshold of crime
has declined and the number of minor offenses has increased in recent years, the practical meaning of this dispute has
become more and more apparent. Whether fining should be stipulated as a principle punishment is up to whether it fits
the standards of principal punishment. Specifically speaking, it must apply to crimes of a wide range, as well as
realizing the effect of body control. From the perspective of punishment evolvement, principle punishments have
undergone a historic process from physical penalties to liberty penalties. The former ones are directly imposed on the
body of offenders, while the latter ones restrain freedom through direct body control. The development of fining is the
manifestation of indirect body control through property. Along with the rapid development of economy, the connection
between property and activity scope is closer which means that it is possible and necessary to stipulate fining as a
principal punishment to realize body control through property.

Key Words: fining penalty; principal punishment; supplement punishment; minor offenses; body control
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