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Morphological differentiation of
grammatical categories in personal pronouns

HAN Xiao, MA Qinghua
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046,China)

Abstract: This study, by randomly selecting a total sum of 40 languages of 10 kinds each from isolating languages,
agglutinative languages, fusional languages and polysynthetic languages, aims to investigate the morphological
differentiation of grammatical categories in personal pronouns, to analyze the differentiation patterns, differentiation
means and types, and to deduce their multi advantageous sequences by exploiting the measurement method. Finally, the
study discusses the basis of existence for the sequential morphological differentiation in personal pronouns, believing
that the status of morphological categories in personal pronouns and sub-category status of person-number-gender-case
are disproportional and sequential, which exerts an effect on morphological differentiation. The four categories in
personal pronouns are interrelated. Although they can also be found in other word classes, they have the highest
language distribution in personal pronouns and a certain degree of independence, which proves that the pronouns have
an irreplaceable status in the language.

Key Words: personal pronouns; grammatical categories; morphological differentiation; language types; person; number;

gender; case
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