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From folk arts to revolutionary horn:
Remolding of rural artists by CPC (1937—1949)

ZHANG Yi'?, XU Jialin®

(1. School of Marxism, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China;
2. School of Marxism, SouthWest University of Science and Technology, Mianyang 621010, China;
3. School of Marxism, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: Spreading revolution and mobilizing people through literature and arts is the characteristics and advantage
for the Communist Party of China to lead successfully the new democratic revolution. In the zigzag process of
revolution, especially in Anti-Japanese War, the Party gradually came to realize that folk artists have unique function in
revolutionary mobilization. By remolding folk artists completely both physically and ideologically, the Party creatively
transformed the folk artists to "new literary and artistic people" for revolutionary service. And by means of exhibition of
the works of "new literary and artistic figures", the Party succeeded in educating extensive rural people, mobilizing
numerous suffering masses who turned to support, favor and even take an direct part in the national and democratic
revolution. Rural arts and the artists' creations and performances extended an important function in revolutionary
mobilization, which, like a revolutionary horn, invoked the revolutionary consciousness and passion of the common
people, hence making unique contributions to the success of new democratic revolution.

Key Words: Communist Party of China; rural artists; political remolding; revolutionary mobilization
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