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Foundation and crisis of contemporary western democracy:
The political impact of the confrontation between
right-wing populism and multiculturalism
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Abstract: In terms of the construction process of modern states, it needs three foundations for contemporary western
democracy to effectively shape political legitimacy: the first is the transformation from traditional geographic country to
nation-state; the second is the evolution from status society to civil society; the third is the change from representative
democracy to electoral democracy under the background of the rise of the masses. With the development of the civil
rights movement, the pluralism which stems from individual freedom has been divided into value pluralism and
multiculturalism. The former advocates universal equal individual rights, while the latter pursues differential treatment
to members of different cultural groups. The prosperity and progress of the western world have encouraged the spread
of multiculturalism and made the protection of cultural minorities the political correctness. But when prosperity ceases,
the political correctness becomes reverse discrimination and right-wing populism thrives. The confrontation between
right-wing populism and multiculturalism reshapes the rights politics into the identity politics, and threatens the
hypothesis of rationalized individual as the basis of modernity, hence eroding the foundations of effective democracy
and engendering the democratic system into crisis.

Key Words: western democracy; nation state; right-wing populism; multiculturalism
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