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Impact of migration on the economic growth of China 's provinces:
An empirical study based on provincial panel data

CHEN Rong

(Shanghai Research Center of Sanitation and Health Development, Shanghai Institute of Medical Science and
Technology Information, Shanghai 200040, China)

Abstract: The present study constructs a provincial panel data model and investigates the impact of the large-scale
inter-provincial migration on the overall and provincial economic growth in China, based on exploration of the
characteristics and rules of migration as well as the data of 31 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities
directly under the Central Government from 2000 to 2017. The findings show that inter-provincial migration has
obvious direction preference and age selectivity, that large-scale, labor-based people migrate from the less developed
regions to the more developed regions, and that inter-provincial migration has promoted China's overall economic
growth, but the effects are distinct among the provinces. The study also shows that for the provinces with tremendous
in-flow of people, in-migration has played a significant positive effect on local economic growth. However, the negative
effect on economy of the provinces with large-scale outward migration in Central and Western China has come out.

Key Words: inter-provincial migration; economic growth; provincial panel data model
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