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On the relationship between aesthetics and
happiness in Kant’s philosophy

ZHANG Qi
(School of Humanities, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: Kant neither gave in to the eudaemonism, nor equated beauty with happiness. In Kant's philosophy, there are
at least three different kinds of happiness: the "natural happiness" based on the satisfaction of sensual desires; the
"moral happiness" based on the perfection of morality; the "eternal happiness" based on the supreme good, which
means the coherence of morality and natural happiness. The sources and properties of these kinds of happiness are
different from each other. In his aesthetics, the impure appreciation and judgment is often mixed with natural happiness,
the pure appreciation and judgment exceeds natural happiness by being totally non-contaminated by any interests; and
the sublime judgment also exceeds natural happiness by resisting and piercing interests. Kant did not succeed in
confirming the intermediary function of aesthetics, hence failing to illustrate that aesthetics helps one's moral happiness.
But he fully proved that only in the beauty of personality can one attain the ideal of beauty, that only in the constant
perfection of morality can this be possible, and that only in such perfection is one possible to attain moral happiness and
further qualified for eternal happiness in the pattern of supreme good.

Key Words: beauty; sublime; happiness; morality; supreme good
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