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Modern transformation of '"Confucius-Yan’s Happiness'':
On neo-Confucianism eudemonism of Liang Shuming

ZHANG Fangyu
(School of Marxism, Qufu Normal University, Qufu 273165, China)

Abstract: Liang Shuming, by taking as the basis "Confucius-Yan's Happiness" which is of traditional Confucianism
and by resorting profound cultural consciousness and cultural self-confidence, opened the philosophical construction of
the modern Confucian concept of happiness. The open horizon of comparing eastern culture with western culture, and
the distinctive awareness for “Chinese problems” and “life problems” provide a new theoretical framework for the
construction of modern Confucian concept of happiness. The focus shift to Life Confucianism and modern
interpretation of Confucian spirit in the moral horizon, re-established the value and the status of “happiness Life” in
Confucianism. The integration of the western modern life philosophy, the upward creation of a “personality extension”,
the life attitude of “natural harmony”, and the multifarious reinterpretation of classic theory of life, all have made the
development of Confucian virtue happiness present a new kind of approach and modern transformation.

Key Words: Liang Shuming; Confucius-Yan’s Happiness; neo-Confucianism; virtue happiness
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