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The research stages and perspectives of
community words and their position in lexicology

TIAN Jing', SU Xinchun'?

(1. College of Humanities, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China;
2. Tan Kah Kee College, Xiamen University, Zhangzhou 363105, China)

Abstract: By sorting out the research achievements in both theoretical exploration and practical application of
community words since the concept was put forward 25 years ago, the present study illustrates the stage-division and
perspectives of its research. Taking as the dividing lines the two events of putting forward the concept in 1993 and
enlisting it into Chinese Terms in Linguistics in 2011, the research on community words is divided into three stages: the
stage of concept proposing at seminars over new words , the stage of theory constructing, and the stage of research
expanding. Besides, related research perspectives can be concluded as Mandarin—oriented perspective and the Great
Chinese oriented perspective. Based on such induction, the present essay also discusses the positioning of community
words in Modern Chinese lexical system and the Great Chinese lexical system respectively, and raises some new
research questions to be studied on community words in the new period.

Key Words: community words; research stage division; research perspectives; the Great Chinese; lexicology
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