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Exploration into the trans-regional trade
centered on Mesopotamia prior to the Silk Road

LIU Changyu
(College of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: The Mesopotamian civilization in the western Asia, is the earliest civilization in the human history, exerting
influences of various degrees on its surrounding areas. The trans-regional trade in the western Asia centered on
Mesopotamia before the Silk Road opened up in Han Dynasty. This study, by employing the cuneiform textual literature
as well as archaeological data and empirical methodology, aims to offer a systematic trim of and exploration into the
trans-regional trade in the western Asia prior to the Silk Road, including Iran-Afghanistan trade route in the east,
Persian Gulf-Indian Ocean route in the south, Anatolia-Assyria route in the north, and Eastern Mediterranean route in
the west. A series of trans-regional trade routes in the earlier civilization, as well as the multi-functional road systems
which appeared initially for military purpose during Assyrian Empire and Persian Empire, have profound and
far-reaching influence on the opening of the Silk Road later.

Key Words: the Silk Road; Mesopotamia; trade route; trans-regional trade; cuneiform textual literature
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